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WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 
in LENT

MAR.

13
MAR.

20
MAR.

27
APR.

3
APR.

10

n BENJAMIN ORESKES, L.A. TIMES REPORTER
Benjamin Oreskes is the co-author of the Essential California 
newsletter for the Los Angeles Times and a general assignment 
reporter in the California section, and has covered the issues of 
homelessness in L.A. and Orange Counties. Before coming to The 
Times in February 2017, Oreskes covered foreign policy at Politico 
in Washington, D.C. He graduated from Northwestern University.

n  KATHY IZARD, AUTHOR, HUNDRED STORY HOME
Kathy Izard is an award-winning author and speaker who helped 
bring transformation to Charlotte, North Carolina, in homeless-
ness, housing and mental health. Her memoir The Hundred Story 
Home has been featured on NPR as well as the Today Show. She 
will speak of her experiences in helping to build Moore Place, the 
housing-for-the-homeless venture in Charlotte, N.C.  

n DAN YOUNG, DEVELOPER, HOUSING FIRST
Daniel H. Young brings years of development experience to his 
latest venture, Camino Enterprises. After 20 years in real estate de-
velopment he joined the Irvine Company and led its large-scale 
development division. He served on the Santa Ana City Council,  
was mayor of that city from 1986–1994, and will share his vision 
for how developers can help provide housing for the homeless. 

n CHEF BRUNO SERATO, THE WHITE HOUSE, ANAHEIM
As chef and owner of the White House restaurant in Anaheim, he 
also runs Caterina’s Club, which feeds some 3500 children daily. In 
addition to feeding underserved kids, he has extended his mission by 
moving “motel families” into permanent housing. He is now working 
with the Anaheim School District to establish the Hospitality Program 
for  at-risk students. CNN pro�le: https://youtu.be/Pv9W3dTV5f0

n DIANE ESTIL, SKYVIEW, AND DILAN OEZKAN, STUDENT
Diane Estil started out as a special-ed teacher, and eventual-
ly started working with homeless youth as a regular classroom 
teacher. At Skyview School, she and her colleagues worked to cre-
ate a nonpro�t for the school called hero Foundation for Kids.  
Dilan Oezkan is a superstar—but his story is di¥erent from 
most high school seniors. Dilan has been homeless since he was 
a young child. He attended Skyview School twice as a young child, 
and the teachers there have maintained contact with him over 
the years. Now he is a senior in high school with a 4.4 gpa!

HOMELESSNESS 
AND ITS IMPACT 

on our COMMUNITY
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SOUP SUPPER
Join us for a meal of soup, salad, bread, and dessert in the Great Hall.

Wednesday evenings, starting March 13th

STATIONS of the CROSS
Journey with Jesus as he carries his cross from Jerusalem to his cruci-
�xion in this traditional Lenten service, accompanied by Dan Meylor’s 
photographs illuminating the lives of the homeless in society.

6:30PM

6PM

St. James Episcopal Church be-
gan our “Journey with the 
Homeless” last fall as the Com-

munity Engagement Team created 
a partnership with Skyview School 
in Orange, which serves home-
less children.  Our congregation 
stepped into that journey with do-
nations and volunteer time. During 
the season of Lent, we will contin-
ue to raise the awareness and un-
derstanding of the plight and needs 
of the homeless for both our own 
congregation and the broader com-
munity. 

Lent is a penitential season in 
the Church. It is a time for prayer, 
self-examination and re�ection to 
spiritually challenge oneself. Tra-
ditionally each person would “give 
up something” during Lent, fast at 
speci�c times, and engage in obser-

vances that focus on personal piety.
However, while we value these 

disciplines and traditions, they are 
not su�cient in our rapidly chang-
ing digital world. Access to vast 
amounts of information provide 
Christians today with greater chal-
lenges and responsibilities. We no 
longer have the option of insulating 
ourselves from the plight of others. 
As Christians, we must continuous-
ly reach out in service to others.  As 
a dynamic and growing congrega-
tion, and as a part of the larger Epis-
copal Church, we are called to reach 
beyond our doors and the comfort 
of our family of fellowship to serve 
others.

As your Lenten discipline, Rev. 
Cindy and the Community Engage-
ment Team will engage you person-
ally in a “Journey with the Home-

less.”  Through the 40 days of Lent 
and our �ve Wednesday evening 
programs, this journey will take us 
through the whys of homelessness, 
what is being done by those work-
ing directly with the homeless, and 
the exploration of ways in which 
we can directly and personally 
serve the homeless. We also hope 
that you will join in reading Kathy 
Izard’s book, The Hundred Story 
Home, and watch the four movies 
that have been recommended to us.

It is our hope that you will prayer-
fully engage in the upcoming �ve-
week program as part of your Lent-
en discipline. 

HOMELESSNESS 
AND ITS IMPACT 

on our COMMUNITY
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The Hundred Story Home leads 
you on an inspirational jour-
ney that begins with a ques-

tion, “Where are the beds?” and 
ends with over 100 formerly home-
less people living in homes of their 
own.

Author Kathy Izard was enjoying 
a comfortable existence when she 
came face to face with the reality 
that while her dedicated service 
at the community soup kitchen 
might be feeding her soul, it would 
never solve the bigger needs of the 
homeless population. Confronting 

the question of “Where are the 
beds?”, Kathy realized that she 
had been called to take on what 
seemed like an insurmountable 
task—to build housing for Char-
lotte, N.C.’s homeless.

Woven together with this up-
lifting story of a call to social 
action is Kathy’s personal strug-
gle with faith, forgiveness and 
ful�llment. In telling her story, 
Kathy invites you to consider re-
writing your own. What’s calling 
you? And—as crazy at it seems—
it may be crazier not to try.

Kathy Izard is an award-win-
ning author and speaker who 
helped bring transformation 

to Charlotte, North Carolina, in 
homelessness, housing and mental 
health. Her memoir The Hundred Sto-
ry Home has been featured on NPR as 
well as the Today Show  (watch the 
clip at https://on.today.com/2HKp 
jVT), inspiring people to be change-
makers in their communities. In 

2019, she released A Good Night for 
Mr. Coleman, a children’s book writ-
ten to encourage kids to dream big 
and Do Good. Kathy is the recipient 
of a Christopher Award, the Bank of 
America Neighborhood Hero Award, 
the N.C. Housing Volunteer of the 
Year Award and recognized as a Wil-
liam J. Clinton Distinguished Guest 
Lecturer. Her website is www.kathy 
izard.com 

OUR LENTEN
JOURNEY WITH 
the HOMELESS

It begins with the book we’ll 
be reading: The Hundred 
Story Home, by Kathy Izard

Meet the author—she will be here on March 20th
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With Honors (1994)
HOW TO WATCH: Rent from YouTube, h�ps://
youtu.be/vHTG6I0LpMY  $2.99; Google Play, $2.99; 
iTunes $3.99; not at the library
Convinced his thesis will have him gradu-
ate with honors from Harvard University, a 
stu y student finds himself at the mercy 
of a homeless man’s demands when he 
holds the papers hostage.

The Soloist (2009)
HOW TO WATCH: Netflix; rent from YouTube 
h�ps://youtu.be/eHJ0GrYCHJQ $2.99; Amazon 
Prime, $2.99 with Sundance Now subscription; 
Google Play, $2.99; N.B. Library: DVD or Blu-Ray
A newspaper journalist—columnist Steve 
Lopez of the L.A. Times—discovers a 
homeless musical genius and tries to im-
prove his situation.

The Florida Project (2017)
HOW TO WATCH: Free with AmazonPrime; rent 
on YouTube h�ps://youtu.be/MLsXQdPAlws $2.99; 
N.B. Library: DVD or Blu-Ray.
The film follows 6-year-old Moonee as she 
courts mischief and adventure with her 
ragtag playmates and bonds with her re-
bellious but caring mother, all while living 
in the shadows of Walt Disney World.

Our ‘must-see list’ of Lenten journey 
lms
Explore the issues and the personal struggles 

through the lens of visual storytelling

Homeless: The Motel Kids of Orange County 
(2010)
HOW TO WATCH: Rent on YouTube h�ps://youtu.be/PN2h8CGkwUw  
$2.99. N.B. Library: Available on DVD (call no. 362 HOM)

A documentary that explores the world of children who reside 
in discounted motels within walking distance of Disneyland, 
living in limbo as their families struggle to survive in one of 
the wealthiest regions of America. The parents of motel kids 
are o�en hard workers who don’t earn enough to own or rent 
homes. As a result, they continue to live week-to-week in 
motels, hoping against hope for an opportunity that might 
allow them to move up in Orange County. This film will 
be shown at 5:30 p.m. in the Great Hall before the soup 
supper on April 10th, the evening that Dilan Oezkan, one of 
the children profiled in this film, joins us. 
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STATIONS
of the

CROSS

Photographer Dan Meylor will be here this coming 
Wednesday to share insights into his work documenting 

the homeless, which we are using as images for our

service on Wednesday evenings at 6 o’clock

W
hen I retired after 
37 years of teaching, I 
took up photography. 
Little did I realize that 

within a few years I would begin 
the journey of the long good-bye 
with my wife. At some point my 
wife’s hospice nurse reminded me 
that some 65% of caretakers die 
before the patient. She suggested 
that I had to begin my own life. I 
began to photograph the homeless 
digging in trash barrels for scraps 
of food, sleeping in makeshift 
quarters made from cardboard 
boxes, and wandering the streets 
as if in a trance. I recalled my Irish 
grandmother saying: “There but 
for the grace of God go I.” Eventually, I understood that 

homelessness is not a reward or pun-
ishment. Homelessness in any form 
is part of the human condition. The 
dark state of the street homeless is 
visibly evident. The dark, autumnal 
times that I faced was often masked 
by outward appearances of joy. 
Whether dressed for leisure or busi-
ness suited, the inability to share my 
darkness and reconnect with hope 
and rebirth was a kind of homeless-
ness. I needed to journey toward re-
newal by being kind to myself and 
others. My hope is that my photos of 
the homeless will awaken a sense of 
gratitude in the viewer, elicit a sense 
of compassion for those facing a 
time of di�culty, and call forth the 

realization that the homeless amongst us often is us.

DAN MEYLOR’S REFLECTIONS ON ‘THE HOMELESS AMONG US’
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